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                                CALL FOR PHD POSITIONS – 35 cycle 
PHD PROGRAMME IN LAW AND INSTITUTIONS 

 
 

PhD Programme Coordinator Prof. Gabriella Margherita Racca 
Department Management  
PhD Programme Length  3 years 
PhD web site http://www.dirittieistituzioniphd.unito.it/do/home.pl 

 
Course start date 1st November 2019 
Departments involved in PhD 
programme 

Department of Law, Department of Management 

  
Positions offered by the PhD Programme 1  

n. 6 positions with scholarship, of which n. 1 
reserved to candidates with international 
qualifications 

of which n. 6 scholarships funded by the 
University 

n. 2 positions without financial support  

 
Titles of Research Projects / Research Fields 
The list of research projects is available at the end of this PhD Programme’s annex. This list may be 
updated up to Call’s deadline.  
 
Calendar of entrance examinations 
The calendar with information on dates and venues of entrance examinations shall be published on 
the websites:  http://www.unito.it/ricerca/fare-ricerca-unito/dottorati-di-ricerca and 
http://en.unito.it/research/phd/phd-programmes starting from 9th April 2019. 
 
Useful information for applicants 

                                                           

1 All additional scholarships and apprenticeship contracts (Legislative Decree n. 81/2015 art.45), which may 
become available after the publication of this Call, will be announced on the University websites 
http://www.unito.it/ricerca/fare-ricerca-unito/dottorati-di-ricerca and http://en.unito.it/research/phd/phd-
programmes until Call’s deadline.  
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Application fee: €50.00 for each application submitted. Candidates with international 
qualifications are exempted from paying the application fee. 
Application fee deadline: 16th April 2019 (mandatory deadline) Candidates who do not pay 
the application fee within the deadline will be excluded from the competition. 
 
CALL FOR NON-RESERVED (ORDINARY) POSITIONS 
Admission procedure for non-reserved (ordinary) positions 
Assessment of qualifications and interview 

Qualifications to be uploaded in the on-line application 
• Application form (duly signed and including identification document/passport) 
• For applicants with international qualifications: submit on-line documentation as specified in 
Art. 4 of this Call; 

• For applicants under condition: provision of Bachelor’s degree grade, certificate or self-
certification with a complete list of academic transcripts concerning the 1st cycle degree 
(Laurea Triennale) and 2nd cycle degree (Laurea Magistrale) with marks, weighted average 
and credits. For applicants applying under condition, please also check Art. 5 of the Call. 

• Thesis Abstract 
• Publications (max. 3)  
• Research project (max 4.000 words, space and bibliography included) written by the 
candidate choosing among those listed and offered by the Doctorate.  
 

Assessment criteria (for non-reserved/ordinary 
positions) 

maximum score 100 points                

Assessment of qualifications: maximum score   70     points    

Final grade of Laurea/2nd cycle degree (or weighted average 
of list of examinations taken during the Laurea Triennale/1st 
cycle degree and Laurea Magistrale/2nd cycle degree for 
candidates applying under condition): 
110L                    20 points 
110                     18 points 
from 104 to 109   16 points 
from 100 to 103   12 points 
=<99:                 0 points 

maximum score   20    points    

Thesis abstract maximum score   20   points    

Publications: 

Max 10 points for each publication 

(Max 3 publications already published will be assessed)                              

maximum score   20   points    

Other qualifications: Maximum score 10 points 



 

Second/additional master degree: max 4 points 

Italian specialising master 1st and 2nd level degree if relevant 
to the PhD course: max 6 points 

Any other pertinent specialising course: max 1 point 

Titles relating to professional skills will not be evaluated 
(license to practice law or any other professional licence) 

Minimum threshold for admission to the interview  30  points 

Interview 

 

Maximum score:  30 points 

Minimum threshold for admission 50  points 

Further information 

The thesis abstract must not exceed 2 pages and may be presented in Italian or in English 
language. 

The research project shall be written by the candidate, choosing amongst one of titles provided 
in the list. The project must not exceed 4,000 words (bibliography included).  

The interview will be focused on the discussion and presentation of a research project written by 
the candidate in Italian or in English language choosing a title among those offered by the PhD 
Programme. The Examining Board will evaluate the scientific dimension of the project, its 
feasibility, target setting, scientific impact of outcomes.  

The interview may be hold in English. 

Candidates may, on request and upon authorisation of the Board, sustain the interview via 
videoconference (See Art. 8 of the Call).   

For general information, candidates have to spend a stay abroad of six months at least during 
their PhDs. 

 
CALL FOR POSITIONS RESERVED TO APPLICANTS WITH INTERNATIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS 
Admission procedure for positions reserved to applicants with international 
qualifications 
Assessment of qualifications and interview  

Qualifications to be uploaded in the on-line application 



 

• Application form (duly signed and including identification document/passport) 
• For international qualifications: submit on-line documentation as specified in Art. 4 of this 
Call. For applicants applying under condition please check Art. 5 

• Thesis Abstract 
• Research project (max 4000 words, space and bibliography included) written by the 
candidate choosing among those listed and offered by the Doctorate.  

• Publications (max. 3)  
Assessment criteria for positions reserved to 
applicants with international qualifications 

maximum score 100 points                

Assessment of qualifications Maximum score 70 points 

Curriculum studiorum  (as per information provided in 
the APPLICATION FORM) and final grade of Laurea/2nd  
cycle degree 

Maximum score 20 points 

Thesis Abstract Maximum score 20 points 

Publications: 

Max 10 points for each publication 

(max 3 publications already published will be 
assessed) 

maximum score 20  points    

Other qualifications: 

Second/additional Master degree: max 4 points 

Italian Specialising Master Degree 1st or 2nd level if 
relevant to the PhD title: max 6 points 

Any other pertinent specializing course: max 1 point 

Titles relating to professional skills will not be 
evaluated (license to practice law or any other 
professional licence) 

Maximum score 10 points 

M inimum threshold for admission to the 
follow ing examination 

30 points 

Interview 
 

Maximum score 30 points 

Minimum threshold for admission to the PhD 
programme 

50 points 

 



 

Further information on assessment of qualifications for reserved positions: 
The thesis abstract must not exceed 2 pages and must be presented in English language. 

The research project must be written by the candidate, choosing a title among those offered by 
the PhD Programme. The project must not exceed 4000 words, bibliography included.  
 
The interview will be focused on the discussion and presentation of a research project written by 
the candidate in English language choosing a title among those offered by the PhD Programme. 
The Examining Board will evaluate the scientific dimension of the project, its feasibility, target 
setting, scientific impact of outcomes. 
 
Candidates may, on request and upon authorisation of the Board, sustain the interview via 
videoconference.  (See Art. 8 of the Call). 
 
Courses are partially held in English language. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Titoli progetti di ricerca 

Dottorato di Ricerca in DIRITTI E ISTITUZIONI 
Titles of research projects 

 PhD Programme in Law and Institutions 

 
1) Progresso tecnologico e indagine penale: nuove frontiere dei diritti di privacy. / 

Technological progress and criminal investigations: new frontiers of rights to privacy.  
(supervisors: Francesco Caprioli, Barbara Lavarini e Serena Quattrocolo)  

2)  I rapporti fra il processo penale e gli “altri” processi: un sistema da rimeditare? / The 
relationship between criminal trial and other proceedings: a system to rethink? 
(supervisors: Francesco Caprioli, Barbara Lavarini e Serena Quattrocolo)  

3)  Uno studio comparato sulla partecipazione personale dell’imputato al processo in Europa. / 
Personal participation in criminal proceedings: a comparative study in Europe. (supervisors: 
Francesco Caprioli, Barbara Lavarini e Serena Quattrocolo)  

4) Rapporti ed interferenze tra illecito penale ed illecito amministrativo nell’ambito dei 
corporate crimes: ipotesi per una razionalizzazione in chiave di garanzia dei diritti ed 
efficienza della tutela sostanziale e processuale / Between criminal and regulatory liability in 
corporate crimes: how to respect fundamental rights ad to enhance effectiveness, both 
under the substantive and procedural viewpoint 
(supervisors: Alessandra Rossi, Barbara Lavarini, Serena Quattrocolo e Maurizio Riverditi) 

5) Il nuovo ordinamento penitenziario minorile: contenuti innovativi e residui spazi di riforma / 
Prison law in juvenile justice: what is new and what is left to do (supervisor: Laura 
Scomparin) 

6) La detenzione amministrativa degli stranieri: fondamento normativo nazionale e 
sovranazionale e analisi comparata della sua attuazione negli Stati europei / Administrative 
detention of migrants: theoretical roots and law in action across EU Member States 
(supervisor: Laura Scomparin) 

7) La messa alla prova nel procedimento penale a carico di imputati adulti: fondamenti 
dogmatici dell’istituto e contenuti applicativi nella giurisprudenza di merito e di legittimità / 
Probation in adults’ criminal proceedings: theoretical roots and case law (supervisor: Laura 
Scomparin) 

8) Fattispecie valutative e strumenti di accertamento nel giudizio sulla pena: analogie, 
differenze e processi di avvicinamento tra giurisdizione cognitiva e giurisdizione rieducativa 



 

/ Evidence and value judgments in the enforcement of criminal sentence: similarities, 
differences and increasing links between trial jurisdiction and surveillance jurisdiction 
(supervisor: Laura Scomparin) 

9) Il ruolo dell'ordine europeo di indagine penale nel processo di armonizzazione della prova 
nell'Unione europea / The role of the European investigation order towards harmonization 
of criminal evidence (supervisors: Laura Scomparin e Stefano Montaldo) 

10)  Protezione del whistleblower e open data come strumenti per individuare e combattere la 
corruzione negli appalti pubblici: attuazione e impatto dei due istituti in Italia e in Europa / 
Whistleblower protection and open data as key measures to deter and detect corruption in 
public procurement: current implementation and impact in Italy and in Europe (supervisors: 
Laura Scomparin e Sergio Foà) 

11)  Blockchain, Smart Contracts e Arbitrato internazionale / Blockchain, Smart Contracts and 
International Arbitration (supervisor: Alberto Oddenino) 

12)  Biodiritto e margine di apprezzamento dello Stato nella giurisprudenza delle Corti europee 
/ Biolaw and margin of appreciation of the State in the European Courts case-law 
(supervisors: Alberto Oddenino e Ludovica Poli) 

13) Il contrasto al cambiamento climatico nel diritto internazionale e dell’UE: natura e 
contenuto degli obblighi statali / The fight against climate change in international and 
European Union Law: nature and content of States’ obligations (supervisors: Francesco 
Costamagna e Andrea Spagnolo) 

14) La responsabilità civile-amministrativa dell'amministratore pubblico nell'esperienza romana / 
The civil-administrative liability of the public officer in the Roman experience (supervisor: 
Andrea Trisciuoglio)  

15) Giurisdizioni religiose e mediazione / Religious jurisdictions and mediation (supervisor: Ilaria 
Zuanazzi) 

16) La nozione di confessione religiosa alla prova della modernità / The concept of religious 
confession and the test of modernity (supervisor: Ilaria Zuanazzi) 

17) Interconnessioni fra economia e diritto nel sistema di amministrazione della giustizia fra 
antico regime e età dei codici / Interconnections between economics, law and justice in the 
XVIth-XIXth centuries (supervisors: Francesco Aimerito e Sergio Vinciguerra)  

18) Enti pubblici e personalità giuridica tra diritto nazionale ed europeo / Public Entities and 
legal personality in national and Eu law (supervisors: Roberto Cavallo Perin e Gabriella M. 
Racca) 



 

19) Intelligenza artificiale e pubblica amministrazione / Artificial Intelligence and public 
administration (supervisors: Roberto Cavallo Perin e Gabriella M. Racca) 

20)  L’evoluzione delle responsabilità delle amministrazioni pubbliche / The evolution of Public 
Administrations liabilities (supervisors: Roberto Cavallo Perin e Gabriella M. Racca) 

21)  Gli appalti pubblici innovativi e i principi dell’economia circolare / Public procurement of 
innovation and circular economy principles (supervisors: Roberto Cavallo Perin e Gabriella 
M. Racca) 

22)  Le reti europee e internazionali per la prevenzione ed il contrasto alla corruzione / 
European and international networks for fighting corruption (supervisors: Roberto Cavallo 
Perin e Gabriella M. Racca) 

23)  La questione della verità nel diritto / The question of truth (supervisors: Patrick Nerhot e 
Maria Borrello)  

24) Profano - religioso e la filosofia del tempo: la bioetica odierna come questione di metodo / 
Profane – religious and a philosophy of time: bioethics as a question of method 
(supervisors: Patrick Nerhot e Maria Borrello) 

25) Disability Studies e giustizia sociale / Disability Studies and social justice (supervisor: Paolo 
Heritier) 

26) Riforme e legalità: aspetti della “crisi della legge” / Reforms and rule of law: aspects of the 
‘crisis of the law’ (supervisor: Enrico Grosso) 

27) Il divieto di mandato imperativo e la composizione del Senato della Repubblica Italiana  / 
The parliamentary mandate and the composition of the Senate of the Italian Republic 
(supervisor: Enrico Grosso) 

28) La legge elettorale politica e la questione istituzionale in Italia / Electoral law and 
institutional issue in Italy (supervisors: Enrico Grosso e Annamaria Poggi) 

29) Environment and technological progress: l’esigenza di nuovi principi e di una nuova 
normativa comunitaria e nazionale per garantire la sostenibilità ambientale / Environmental 
and technological progress: the need for new principles as well as a new European Union 
and national regulatory framework to guarantee environmental sustainability (supervisor: 
Annamaria Poggi) 

30) I confini costituzionali del diritto della donna a disporre del proprio corpo / The 
constitutional limits to women’s right to bodily autonomy (supervisors: Alessandra Algostino 
e Mia Caielli) 



 

31) La trasformazione dello Stato nel contesto della global economic governance / The 
transformation of the State in the age of global economic governance (supervisor: 
Alessandra Algostino) 

32) La geopolitica del diritto. Aspetti nomico-spaziali nel diritto comparato / The geopolitics of 
the law. Spatial aspects in comparative law (supervisor: Pier Giuseppe Monateri) 

33) Nuove frontiere della responsabilità civile. I danni punitivi nell’esperienza giuridica 
contemporanea / New frontiers of tort law. Punitive damages in contemporary juridical 
culture (supervisor: Pier Giuseppe Monateri) 

34) Teologia politica e sovranità. Una genealogia delle categorie giuridiche occidentali / Political 
theology and the concept of sovereignty: a genealogy of western legal concepts 
(supervisor: Pier Giuseppe Monateri) 

35) L’istituzione penitenziaria come strumento di costruzione del soggetto giuridico moderno 
/ The prison and the subject of law in modern society (supervisor: prof. Claudio Sarzotti) 
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